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Ellicott Development plans to take plaza 
anchor building in different direction

BY JOSHUA MALONI
GM/Managing Editor

Ellicott Development has a new 
plan for its Lewiston plaza. 

It recently submitted a request to 
transform the ground level of build-
ing No. 3 into market-rate apart-
ments. The Buffalo-based company 
was initially expected to have a na-
tional pharmacy tenant in this an-
chor structure, but said retail inter-
est has waned in recent years.

Director of Development Thom-
as M. Fox wrote, “In December 
2016, we received Planning Board 
approval to construct our 3-build-
ing retail plaza at 760-790 Center 
Street, located at the northwest 
corner of Center Street and N 8th 
Street intersection. After some 
delays (COVID-19 pandemic, 
supply chain, etc.), Buildings 
1 (760 Center Street) & 2 (790 
Center Street) opened in Spring 
2021 and Building 3 (780 Center 
Street) opened in Fall 2021. We 
have been actively marketing the 
commercial space since 2016 and 
have received signifi cant interest 
in Buildings 1 & 2 along Center 
Street but have received little in-
terest in the large vacancy on the 
1st fl oor of Building 3, located in 
the rear of the site.

“We are proposing to enclose 
the drive-thru lane and convert 
the majority of the 1st fl oor of 
Building 3, 780 Center Street, 
into 10 market-rate apartments. A 
commercial suite, approximately 
3,100, will remain on the eastern 
end cap along N 8th Street.”

The Village of Lewiston Plan-
ning Board has requested ad-
ditional information, including a 
site plan and parking map, before 
it will vote on this new plaza build-
ing proposal. 

Moreover, it’s likely the project 
will require variances for apartment 
unit location (such living quarters 
are restricted to the second story 
in the B-1 business district), unit 
size, and type of unit (two-bedroom 
instead of one-bedroom). 

At the Historic Preservation 
Commission meeting Monday, 
Ellicott Development Planning 
and Development Coordinator 
Jeremy Wassel offered additional 

project details. 
“We’ll be making some minor 

modifi cations to the south eleva-
tion and north elevation on the 
building,” he said. “We’ll be infi ll-
ing the drive-thru where it is now, 
which is on the west side. … We’ll 
be infi lling that – it will be match-
ing the existing façade on the 
building, as well. So, there will be 
masonry. And then we’ll also be 
infi lling one of the storefronts on 
the front elevation, as that will be 
becoming an apartment unit. 

“And then, we’ll also be adding 
new window units on the fi rst fl oor 
of the south and north elevation. 
We believe, just looking at … how 
Onondaga Street has become … 
this will be a much more attrac-

tive façade on both sides of the 
building now, bringing a lot more 
transparency into this space. 

“The windows will be matching 
the windows that are existing on 
the upper levels, currently. So, at 
the end of the day, this will look 
like one cohesive project that was 
built all at the same time.”

In fact, “We actually have a lot 
of brick leftover,” Wassel said. 
“We have some brick that we’ll be 
able to use inside, as well. We’ve 
already talked to our window 
contractor we used previously. 
We’re able to get the same make 
and model, the same fi nishes 
to match, so it will all look very 
seamless.”

Wreaths Across America

Ceremony set for Witmer 
Community Cemetery

On Saturday, Dec. 16, the Town of Niagara Lions and Helping 
Hands clubs, along with Town Historian Peter Ames, will host a 
Wreaths Across America ceremony. The event will be held at the 
Witmer Community Cemetery on Witmer Road and will commence 
at 10 a.m. 

Master of ceremonies Lion Mike Hoplight will describe the mean-
ing and creation of Wreaths Across America ceremonies, which will 
be held in communities all over the United States on this day. Ames 
will provide information on the new columbarium recently con-
structed in the cemetery. Helping Hands President Beth Colangelo 
will welcome everyone in attendance. Pastor Lisa Giacomazza of 
Bacon Memorial Presbyterian Church will offer prayers. 

Wreaths will be placed at the graveside of each veteran entered in 
the cemetery – one of whom served in the Civil War. Hoplight will 
conduct a special event honoring the veterans entered with a special 
salute from the civilians and veterans attending.

The public is invited to attend. For more information, contact 
Hoplight at 716-390-6604 or mjhop47@gmail.com.

This photo is from last year’s ceremony and shows the family of a 
veteran placing a wreath at his gravesite.

Plans were presented to change the existing drive-thru area at building No. 
3 into an apartment unit.

Retail offerings would still be possible at this corner of the building.

SEE VILLAGE, continued on Page 2
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